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state ' s a v e r age w e e k l y wage, and base it on that. I f you
will look at that handout, Colorado bases theirs 100 percent
on the statewide average weekly wage, Iowa a t 200 pe r cen t ,
Kansas at 75 percent, Missouri at 70, S outh Dakota a t 100 ,
and Wyoming 100 . Al l of them wind up being considerably
higher than the State of Nebraska right now. So if we raise
ours a mea sl y $35 w e ' r e g o i ng t o some h ow d i sco u r a g e
business from moving across the Missouri River from Iowa to
N ebraska7 C o me on , w h o a r e w e kidd i n g '? I t i s not unu s u a l ,
I found out in the seven years I' ve been here, for business
t o come i n and s a y w e can't afford an increase i n worke r s
comp. And it wouldn't make any difference if the economy
was booming by leaps and bounds, they would still make those
same arguments. They always have, and they always will, and
we al l k n o w i t . I , f o r one , am get t i n g a l i t t l e t i r ed of
it. I, for one, am getting a little tired o f t h ose peop l e
who are p r o t e c t e d b y w o r k e r s c o mp. I have suggested, in the
Labor Committee, a few times maybe we ought t o, s i n c e t h e y
are so c o n c e r ned a b ou t t he co st of work e rs co m p., s imply do
away with i t , .; a mply d o a way with it. Then when that niece
of mi ne , t h at l ost he r l i t t l e finger to a machine that
malfunctioned, working for an indus t r y , . . .

PRESIDENT: One minute, Senator.

SENATOR VICKERS: . . . c ou l d sue the pants off the owners of
t hat machine, but s he couldn ' t be cau s e w or ker s comp.
protects those employers. We think workers c o m p. i s onl y
for employees. My friends, workers comp. is for employers.
Workers comp. means that even if it is the fault o f t h e
employer an d y o u l o se an arm, o r you get h ur t , o r y o u a r e
killed, or whatever you cannot sue your employer, a nd yet w e
are concerned a bout raising the cost maybe t wo percent . I
oppose the Goll amendment. Thank you , M r . Pr e s i d e n t .

PRESIDENT: Sen at or Schmit, speaking on S enator G oll ' s
amendment to your amendment.

SENATOR SC HMIT : Mr. P r e s i d en t and members of the
Legis l a t u r e , I wou l d a lso hav e t o opp os e S e n a t o r G oll ' s
amendment. I u nderstand h is c onc e r n . I un der st an d the
concern of business. I think that there are those of us in
here who have looked at the issue on both s i d e s , a n d I know
Senator G o l l h as . I agree with him. Business if not in
g ood cond i t i o n, and z t i s go i ng to ge t p r o b a b l y wo r se . I
recognize also that there are a number of individuals who
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